
Immaculata High School
Class of 2020

Graduation Events
Students, we are counting on you! Please participate in all events. We hope you will do so in the spirit that 
this is going to be an awesome few days centered on you! Let’s make it not about being apart, but about being 
together in spirit and activity. 

Parents, we are counting on you, too! Together we can make this a wonderful graduation for your children! We 
encourage you to help create a festive environment in your homes so your children will feel the excitement of 
the occasion. Share the viewing information with family and friends so they can watch their grandchild, niece, 
nephew, cousin, and friend graduate. It can be an extended family affair.  

Honor Society Cords, Medals, and Stoles
Students in the various honor societies will be asked to come by early next week to pick up their cords, medals, and stoles for graduation. You will receive a 
separate email outlining the details. 

Graduation Tickets, Programs, etc.
Graduation tickets, programs, etc. are being printed. Students, parents, and whomever you choose will have keepsakes to treasure. During the Parade of 
Graduates and Awarding of Diplomas you will receive a gift bag with six Graduation Announcements, four Graduation tickets, three Commencement 
Ceremony programs, and three Awards programs.

We are designing an electronic announcement to share with family and friends that will include the details of how to view the live stream Baccalaureate Mass 
and play the Virtual Commencement Ceremony video. You should have that early next week.  

Baccalaureate Mass 
Thursday, May 28, 6:00 PM
Celebrant: Msgr. Seamus F. Brennan
Concelebrant: Fr. Tholitho
Live Stream info: Details to come
From: Details to come

Campus Ministry, Student Council, and the Music Department are working with our celebrants to prepare a beautiful Baccalaureate Mass specifically for 
the Class of 2020. Mass was meant to be a community experience. Join the live stream and feel the bonds of our Immaculata community, and your extended 
families.  

Virtual Commencement Ceremony
Friday, May 29, 6:00 PM
5:30 PM Class meeting in caps and gowns
Join info: Details to come

This will be an opportunity for the Class of 2020 to see one another in their caps and gowns before the ceremony. The administrative team is looking forward 
to making very brief remarks to the class. Join the video conference on time. It is going to wrap up around 5:45 so you can be ready for the 6:00 p.m. start 
time of the main ceremony. 

6:00 PM Virtual Commencement Ceremony
Video link: Details to come

Class of 2020, we encourage you to wear your caps and gowns during the ceremony. This will help make the evening special. Be careful not to spill food or 
drinks on your gown. We want you to look extra sharp when we take your picture Saturday with your diploma. 

Graduates, be ready to stand when invited. At the end of the individual announcements of graduates, you will be asked to stand and then directed to move 
your tassels to the left. Again, we hope you will make this a special moment in your home.  Students, even if you do not want to stand, do it for your parents. 
They, too, have worked hard and waited a long time for this special moment in your life.  

Parade of Graduates and Awarding of Diplomas 
Saturday, May 30, 10:00 AM
Rain Date: Sunday, May 31, same details

This is a family affair! We do need to provide guidelines in order for the program to go well. We are planning our event to be in accordance with expectations 
set by the State of New Jersey, the Diocese of Metuchen, and the Somerville Police Department. As such, the following are some overarching expectations for 
the Parade of Graduates and Awarding of Diplomas:

• Graduates must wear their caps and gowns and have appropriate clothing underneath for formal pictures
• Graduates cannot drive themselves and cannot be the driver for the Parade
• One graduate per vehicle
• One vehicle per family, with the exception of children of parents living apart, in this case a second car is permitted



Parade down Mountain Ave
Gathering for the Parade of Graduates and Awarding of Diplomas will be 9:30 a.m., in the Immaculate Conception Church/School parking lot. The first six 
cars to lead the parade will be faculty and staff with children graduating. This will allow all staff members to be a part of their child’s experience and a part of 
the experience of the Class of 2020. After those cars, everyone will simply and kindly file in and form a procession. 

In the situation of a student with two sets of parents and two cars, we are asking all to please allow the two cars to travel together in the procession. This is 
needed for the child, both sets of parents, and for the school during the diploma moment.   

Because our parade is not a timed matter, we must follow all driving rules. The main one I call to your attention is that we must stop at the light on Mountain 
Avenue if it is red. This will not be treated like a funeral procession. We must stop. It is okay if there is a break between cars. The group will meet up again on 
the campus of Immaculata. 

It is up to each family to keep their child safe while en route to Immaculata should the child peer out a window or the rooftop. 

We encourage you to decorate your cars for the graduate, but no dragging cans, exterior noise, or extra loud music. This will prevent safety hazards while 
driving as we will be following one another closely in the parking lot. Additionally, we are preparing a music selection for your listening pleasure that will 
enhance the parade experience for our graduates. And, furthermore, we are announcing names and recording the event, and do not want other noise to 
interfere. 

Please be on time as we will begin moving from the ICS lot promptly at 10:00 AM

Spectators on Mountain Avenue
Spectators to cheer on the Class of 2020 are welcome to park along Mountain Avenue in proper parking spaces. As advised by the Somerville Police 
Department, spectators are encouraged to stay in their cars and honk. If people get out of their cars, they are encouraged to maintain proper social distancing 
and not to gather in large groups. Spectators, too, are encouraged to decorate their vehicles in support of Immaculata Class of 2020.  

On Immaculata’s Campus
Students and parents, you are in for a surprise and I will say no more about that at this time!  

While on the campus of Immaculata High School, peering out the windows and rooftops is acceptable. However, everyone must physically remain in their 
cars at all times, except when permitted by the graduate to receive their diploma at the front of the school. 

Please abide by the traffic patterns prepared for this special occasion. Staff volunteers will be directing traffic. Please cooperate with ease. 

In Front of the Gym
In front of the gym students will receive the gift bag with the tickets, programs, etc. Students that won an award during the Commencement Ceremony will 
receive an envelope with their awards. At this location, students will be asked to provide the name they wish to be announced at the front of the school. 

Outside of the Cafeteria
Once the family vehicles have arrived in front of the school outside of the cafeteria, the graduate will be asked to step out of the car. The car will follow 
alongside the graduate as they move forward toward the created “center stage”. 

In Front of the Main Entrance
The main entrance area is going to be decorated beautifully. When it is your child’s turn, their name will be called and they will proceed to “center stage” to 
receive their diploma. After receiving their diploma, they will proceed to a designated area to re-enter the vehicle. 

Upon leaving Immaculata’s campus, only a right-hand turn will be permitted.  

Photographs
More details are to come about picture taking at the “center stage” area. 

After 1:00 p.m., graduates and their family members are welcome back to campus, to take pictures throughout the grounds. Families must stay together and 
maintain proper social distancing from other families. Even if two families are comfortable around each other, we need to ask that all families stay within 
their own group on this day. From my conversations with the police department, it is an optics issue. We do not want to be accused of hosting an event that 
encouraged, directly or indirectly, a social gathering in which people were not adhering to current executive orders of Gov. Murphy.    

Event will be Live Streamed
The Parade of Graduates and Awarding of Diplomas will be live streamed. We will provide that information to you once it is available.  

Social Distancing, etc.
Parameters set forth by Gov. Murphy and the Diocese of Metuchen will be followed on this day. We need families to cooperate as well. 

Though we are working within narrow parameters, we feel this is going to be a wonderful three days for Immaculata Class of 2020. Our Virtual 
Commencement Ceremony video is almost complete. I know you will love it and cherish it! Other projects are also underway. The entire Immaculata 
community is at work to make this graduation extra special for the Class of 2020 and your families. These will be a series of three events to remember!

Mother Mary, pray for us and for good weather on Thursday through Saturday!




